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13th March 2020

Dear Parents/Carers,

It is our aim at St. Catherine’s Nursery and Primary School to provide a safe environment for your son/daughter. We wish to advise you of the steps we have taken to ensure the health and well-being of pupils and staff from the effects of the Coronavirus (Covid-19).

We have been following the advice of the Public Health Agency on handwashing and cleaning and have been encouraging pupils and staff to wash their hands for the recommended timeframe.  

All staff are working to minimise the spread of any infection by teaching and helping children to wash their hands effectively and maintaining the highest standard of hygiene in all areas of the school. We have had hand sanitizers installed in our school also. As advice is regularly updated, we are monitoring the situation and will ensure we follow all directions from the Public Health Agency (PHA)  www.publichealth.hscni.net
If your son/daughter develops cold/flu like symptoms we ask that you please keep him/her at home, contact your GP and inform school.  You must also inform us immediately if your child is being tested for Coronavirus.  As a parent, you must decide what is in the best interests of your child.  

In order to further minimise risk within school, we are attempting to limit contact with the general population and to that end all school trips/outings have been cancelled. We will also limit visitors into school, except in exceptional circumstances, and this will include postponing meetings with parents and organisations who assist with assemblies, sports etc until further notice.  We will keep this under review.

I am sure that all parents/carers will understand that we take these measures in order to ensure that we can protect, to the best of our ability, the pupils in our school environment.

As a precautionary measure, work has been prepared in packs by staff for your child which will be given out on Wednesday 18th March if we are still able to open the school.  We will also give advice on some online activities which your child can access from home  via our School Website (www.stcatherinesps.co.uk) in the event of closure. Further details will follow to add clarity in the event of a school closure announcement. If we receive any further communication or advice from the PHA, Department of Education, CCMS or Education Authority over the next few days we will keep you informed. 

Thank you for your ongoing support. God bless you all as we journey through this challenging time together. 
Yours sincerely,

Mrs Bridget Wilders
Principal
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