St. Catherine’s Nursery School

Principal: Mrs. Bridget Wilders B.Ed. P.G. Dip.Ed. PQ.H

Email: bwilders592@c2kni.net
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BREAKING NEWS

Do you (or does someone you know) have a child who

is due to start Nursery or Year 1 in September
20207

You should apply ONLINE at
www.eani.org.uk/admissions

online portal opens

Tuesday 7t January 2020 @12 Noon
and closes @12 Noon

on Thursday 30t January 2020.

If anyone would 1like to complete their application
with the assistance of our Admissions Officer

Mrs Clare Kelly a session can be booked in January
to facilitate this ..just ring 02871 382614 to book!



http://www.eani.org.uk/admissions
http://www.eani.org.uk/admissions

P.T.F.A.

We have a PTFA (Parents,Teachers,Friends
Association) whose members work so hard to
raise funds for our school in order to best
support our little children. We invite everyone
that is available to come along and join our wee
group. The work of the PTFA involves mainly
fundraising activities for our wee pupils so that
we can provide the little extras for them in
school!!l Everyone is welcome! Your child’s
school needs you!! Our next PTFA Meeting this
school year will take place on Thursday 16"
January at 7.00pm in Junior School Assembly
Hall. We look forward to seeing you there!

Keeping our parents updated with
Curriculum Teaching and Learning
for your child in our school.

Curriculum Information Newsletters for Term 2 Nursery,
Year 1,Year 2, Year 3 and Year 4 will be sent home to
Parents on Monday 20" January. The purpose of these is
to give parents an opportunity to know and support the
teaching and learning keypoints in school for this term.
Feel free to support this learning at home when you get
an opportunity.

We appreciate that Year 5,6 and 7 Pupils can explain this
to parents independently.

#workingtogethertosupportlearning
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Safeguarding Request

We respectfully ask that parents and visitors do not
use Mobile Phones while in the school building. This
is for Child Protection and Safeguarding Reasons.

Many thanks!

Have you changed your
mobile phone number and
do we know about it?

It is vitally important that we have up to
date contact numbers for our parents/
carers in the event that we need to
contact you regarding your child. If you
have not updated your mobile phone
number with us please do so by letting
the Clerical Staff immediately. Thank you
for your cooperation in this matter.




Health & Hygiene

As we begin a new school year we would like to
increase your child’s awareness of the
importance of good handwashing, because, as
you know, children are more prone to sharing
bugs. We feel that this will help reduce the
likelihood of the spread of any infections both in
the school and at home. We would be grateful if
you would go through the handwashing steps
with your child. Little rhymes such as “This is the
way we wash our hands” [for our younger
children can make handwashing a fun
experience. Itis important that handwashing is
carried out after certain activities, for example,
using the toilet, before eating, after touching
animals, the garden or rubbish. “Happy
Handwashing!”

NEWSFLASH:We will be installing hand
sanitisers also across both sites of our school to
promote a greater awareness of the need to
sanitise our hands and prevent the spread of
infection in our wee school in addition to
regular handwashing in line with Health
Guidance.

Cutaw Hond Santiser

Parking at our School Sites

We understand that parking at the front
of our school sites can be a little stressful
at times. Local Residents are very
patient especially when access to their
homes can be restricted.

We respectfully request, in the interests
of safety that everyone be patient and
understanding of each other for the few
minutes that it takes to drop off and
collect our little children from school.
Thank you!

Normal Nursery Entrance Route
Reopened

As you are aware, in Term 1 the entrance/ collection
route to our Nursery was restricted due to essential
Roof Maintenance Work on site.

We are now pleased to report that this work has
been completed and parents/ pupils can now resume
their normal routes!!

Thank you for your patience and understanding
during this essential maintenance works programme.

Download from
Dreamstime.com




12" Year of Catholic Schools Week January 2020

The theme for Catholic Schools Week this year is

Catholic Schools : Living in Harmony with
God’s Creation

We are reminded of the of the importance of

Living in Harmony with God
Living in Harmony with Our Neighbours
Living in Harmony with the Earth

4. Living in Harmony in Our Catholic School
Children will complete activities based on this important
theme this week

wnR

Talk to your children at home about the importance of our
of school and the very special family atmosphere we have
in our wee school, which makes it so special.

Celebrating our School and Family Atmosphere with

Pride.

As part of Catholic Schools Week, our annual special
Grandparents assembly (Shared by Year 5) will take place
in the Junior School on Friday 31t January at 10am and
2pm in the Senior school on the same day. Our
Grandparents Assembly is always so important and
special to us all. We give thanks for our Grandparents
who are here with us and also for our Grandparents who
are in heaven. The importance of family values, role of
family and the generations cannot be underestimated!
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Families First NI Awards

Families First NI Awards

We are proud to share that our school
has had two nominations for Families
First NI Awards this year. This is the first
time that this has happened but we are
truly delighted and honoured to have
received the nominations.

The nominations are ;
Mrs S.0’Kane
(Best Teacher)

And Mrs Wilders
(Best Principal)

These Education Awards will take place
in Belfast on 7'" February.

For more updates please follow
FACEBOOK Page ...

Families First NI

Many congratulations to staff and sincere thanks to
parents that nominated them!!

We are so proud of ALL our staff both teaching and
non teaching as each and every one of them give so
much to our children and our school! As a family in
St Catherine’s; pupils, parents, staff and Governors
it’s lovely to be valued for the efforts that we make!
Thank you!!
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Families Firs!
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Extended Schools Update:Piloting our NEW FAMILY CLUB
....read all about it!

We at St.Catherine’s P.S are delighted to announce that we will be providing a Family Club on the Junior Site from
2.15pm - 3.00pm, Monday to Friday , beginning Monday 20th January 2020.The purpose of the Family Club is to
facilitate parents and guardians who have children in Foundation Stage ( Years 1 and 2 ) who are in school until 2.15pm
and who also have siblings in years 3 — 7 who are in school until 3.00pm.The aim of the Family Club is to bridge the gap
from 2.15pm until 3.00pm to allow for one pick up only. We have previously sought feedback on the idea of this club
and many parents/guardians have already expressed written interest. These parents/guardians will receive priority in
the allocation of places. We aim to facilitate forty places. The remaining places will be allocated on a first come first
serve basis. There will be staffing and snack costs involved to provide this club and we gratefully ask that those who
receive a place would help by subsidising a small cost of £2 per week per child. Our school will fund the majority of the
cost. At St.Catherine’s, we are a family school in the heart of the community and we believe that a Family Club would
greatly assist parents and guardians. Please note that our Extended Schools Newsletter for Term 2 will also be sent out
this week! If you would like to seek a place for your Year 1 or Year 2 Child in this club please complete the attached
booking form and we will get back to you to confirm a place.

Hapey
FAMILY
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Senior School Musical .......BREAKING NEWS!!!!

You may be aware that in June 2017 our Senior School Pupils performed The Lion King Musical in St. Patrick’s
Hall, Strabane.

This production involved a lot of hard work and expertise on the part of all staff involved ,coupled with such
pride and dedication on the part of our pupils and the unbelievable support of our parents. To this end the
production was highly acclaimed and gained widespread commendation.....and was just so much fun!

Well we have decided that it is Musical Showtime again....this year in June 2020...we are proud to announce
we will be performing ..............

MARY POPPINS!!!!!

Casting will begin shortly and further details will follow!!

Exciting times ahead indeed!!




Prayer of the Month January

New Year's Prayer

We remember
For all that has been
We give thanks.

We look forward
For all that will be
We say yes.

All time is God's time.
We let go of the past and
We welcome what is to come.

And all the time we pray in the name of Jesus, who is the same yesterday, today and forever. Amen

Prayer is very important for our children’s peace of mind and well being....please encourage your child to pray and
take a few moments of peacefulness every day!

Believe in

children
P ’
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PATHS Programme in St. Catherine’s

(Promoting Alternative Thinking Strategies)

PATHS Quote of the Month january

Our feelings are as much a part of us as our hands, feet or hatr.
Feellngs, while on the inside, often show on the outside. ALl people
have feelings. Keep Your eyes open today and Look out for

feelings FEELINGS
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ONLINE DIGITAL ADMISSION PROCESS.....MORE DETAILS!

For any parent who could not attend the Open Afternoons but have a child due to
start Nursery or Year 1 in September 2020, we are offering “Drop IN” Sessions as the
applications have to be online. If you would like to book a session they run from 7-1-
20 until 17-1-20. If you wish to book a session please give Mrs Clare Kelly (Clerical
Officer) Senior School a wee ring on 02871 382614 OPTION 1 and she will be happy
to book you in!!

Some sessions have been booked already.

You DO NOT have to attend these sessions but if you do the staff in school will help
you make your application online there and then and you can be confident that all
has been done and breathe a sigh of relief! Please note that you will need to have
the following with you.....

YOUR PERSONAL EMAIL username and know your password
Your child’s birth certificate

Your proof of address

DSS Income Support Form (Only if this applies to you!)

BWNR




Surestart Message of the Month January 2020

Kind words and gentle touch
help me explore and learn so much

Sing a rhyme anytime
Start your child learning
for a lifetime!

South Eastern Health .) Public Health
HsC)) andSodaI CareTrust W) Agency f SureStart




Strabane Feis

It’s that time of year again....... we are a school that places so much emphasis on providing a variety of
opportunities for our children’s learning. We promote a love of learning in the classroom and beyond
for all subjects, sport music and drama too! Feis promotes confidence and aptitude in Speech and
Language, Drama and Music in particular. It is quite a skill to get up in front of an audience to say a
poem, make a speech, sing a song or play an instrument! Regardless of what level each child can
perform at, we acknowledge the effort that any child makes in order to take part in the Feis..... this is
overcoming fear at such a young age and promoting a skill that will serve our children well in the
future! We encourage all our children from Nursery — Year 7 to take part in the Feis events and
teachers will encourage and promote this in school also!

There is a Speech Feis and a Music Feis.

Speech Feis will take place from Thursday 27t February to Monday 2nd March.

Music Feis will take place from Thursday 19™ March to Monday 23™ March.

Cost of Individual Entry to the Feis will be £1.50. The closing Date for entries to the Feis will be
Wednesday 22" January.

Sometimes we notice that children do not enter the Feis by the closing date and then when they hear
all the children rehearsing for Feis in school, they want to enter then but its too late! We advise that
children strongly consider entering by the closing date as they will be guaranteed to enjoy it and join
in the fun of it with their class in the lead up to the event itself!

All children who enter the Feis will get a certificate of participation from school..... regardless of the
adjudicator’s decision in St. Patrick’s Hall!!

The poems and songs for the Feis will be sent out after Christmas.




Speech Feis Events

Event Year Groups who can enter
Verse Speaking Girls Nursery- Year 7

Verse Speaking Boys Nursery — Year 7

2 Minute Speech Year 6 & 7 Pupils only
Creative Verse Years 5.6 and 7 Pupils only

It is to be noted that various class teachers may also enter an entire class for
the Choral Poem Competitions.

Music Feis Events

Event Year Groups who can enter
Girls’ Song Nursery- Year 7

Boys’ Song Nursery — Year 7

Sacred Solo Years 5,6 and 7 Pupils only
Musical Theatre Years 4-7 only

It is to be noted that our choirs in school may also enter competitions in the
Feis under the direction of the Choir Directors.




Feis 2020: PARENTS PLEASE COMPLETE TO ENTER YOUR CHILD IN FEIS

I have ticked below the event(s) that | would like my child to be entered for in Feis. |
understand that it costs £1.50 to enter an event.

Speech Feis Tick Child’s Name | Year /Class
Event v Yes
Verse Speaking
(Girls) Nursery
-Year 7

Verse Speaking
(Boys) Nursery
-Year 7

2 minute speech
(Year 6 and 7
Pupils Only)
Creative Verse
(Years 5,6,7
Pupils only)

Music Feis Tick Child’s Name | Year /Class
Event v Yes
Song (Girls)
Nursery -Year
7

Song (Boys)
Nursery -Year
7

Sacred Solo
(Years 5,6,7
Pupils only)
Musical
Theatre
(Years 4-7
Pupils only)

Signed:

Parent/ Guardian




Year 1 & 2 Family Club

e parent/guardian of
......................................... (Pupil Name)
Class Teacher ....veeveveeieeciieiee e

Would like to book a place for my child in Year 1/ 2 to
attend the Family Club.

| understand that this means that my child will stay in
school until 3pm (Starting Monday 20" January). |
understand that | will contribute £2 every Monday
towards running costs of the club.

My child’s older sibling(s) :

Name: Class Teacher:
Name: Class Teacher:
Name: Class Teacher:

Name: Class Teacher:




St. Catherine’s Nursery & Primary School
January 2020

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1. 2. 3. 4,
Christmas Holidays >
5. 6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 11.
Back to School. Nursery & P1 Online Extended Schools: Year 5 Swimming Final P7 Confirmation
Feast of the Epiphany: Admissions. Year 7 Soccer Club 3-4pm JS Week. Preparation Mass at
Mass for Year 4 -7 Young Enterprise for Year Young Enterprise for Year 6.30pm in Church of the
children. 4: Our Community. 6. Immaculate Conception.
Extended Schools: Year 7 Shared Education. Enkindling the Spirit.
Year 6 Soccer Club 2-3pm SS
Year 6 & 7 Netball 3- 4pm JS
12. 13. 14. 15. 16. 17. 18.
Year 7 Business Beginnings | Fire Drill 2 in Senior Site. Fire Drill 2 in Junior Site Extended Schools: Five Aside Hurling &
Programme, Paired Reading Year 3 JS Nursery GRTL: Stay and Play | Year 7 Soccer Club 3-4pm JS Camogie Teams (am)
Extended Schools: @ 7pm. at 1pm.
Year 6 Soccer Club 2-3pm SS Extendev:i Schoolf: PTEA at 7pm in Junior Site.
Year 6 & 7 Netball 3—-4pm JS Year 3 Irish Dancing 3pm-4pm
19. 20. 21. 22. 23. 24, 25.
Curriculum Newsletter 2 to go out to Paired Maths Year 5 in Nursery GRTL: Education Works at Extended Schools:
parents Nursery to Year 4. Senior School at 7pm. 1pm. Year 7 Soccer Club 3-4pm JS
Extended Schools: Y 7sh d Ed ti Y 7 Flight
Year 1 Yoga 2.15pm-3pm ear are! ucation. ear ight.
Year 6 Soccer Club 2-3pm SS Feis Entries Final date to be
Year 6 & 7 Netball 3— 4pm JS submitted
Year 1/ 2 Family Club starts 2.15pm- Extended Schools:
3pm (Mon - Fri) Year 3 Irish Dancing 3pm-4pm
26. 27. 28. 29. 30. 31.
P4 Do this in Catholic Schools Week: “Liing in Harmony with God’s Holy|Creation.” >

Memory Mass at 10
am in Church of the
Immaculate
Conception.

Extended Schools:

Year 1Yoga 2.15pm-3pm
Year 6 Soccer Club 2-3pm SS
Year 6 & 7 Netball 3—4pm JS

Year 7 Transfer Interviews

Year 7 Transfer Interviews
Nursery GRTL: Storytelling at
1pm.

Extended Schools:

Year 3 Irish Dancing 3pm-4pm

Year 7 Transfer Interviews
Extended Schools:
Year 7 Soccer Club 3-4pm JS

Year 5 Grandparents

Assembly.

Junior School @ 10am
Senior School @ 2pm.
Nursery & P1 Online

Admissions closes.

A smile will light up the day.
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